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morainic heights. Of the 9,000,000 inhabitants of the Western
Region Byelorussians are in the majority in the west, Russians
in the north and east, and Ukrainians to the south of the
river Pripet. People of Polish origin are found throughout
the region. After the unification of the Byelorussian Republic

FIG. 59. THE RAILWAY SYSTEM OF THE WESTERN REGION
by the addition of Western Byelorussia (see p. 512) the popu-
lation of the Western Region was increased by about four
and a quarter millions-. Minsk, the capital of Byelorussia,
lies at the junction between important railway-lines from
Moscow and the Ukraine to Warsaw and Konigsberg. It
contains machine-building and wood-working factories.
Gomel is situated at the point where the railway from Minsk
to the Ukraine crosses the river Sozh, a tributary of the
Dnieper. It contains metal and wood-working factories and
glass works.